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Fire History from 1960 to 2023 
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1962 the Newhall Fire articles: 
https://scvhistory.com/scvhistory/lw2989.htm 
https://scvhistory.com/scvhistory/ap0837.htm  

Fire Behavior Analysis 
On page 41 in Appendix N the fire behavior analysis is 
focused on the impacts of a wildfire on the Project site and 
not on the neighboring communities. Therefore, inference 
must be applied to understand the impacts a wildfire will 
have on the neighboring communities and then a 
determination on what impact a wildfire will have. This is 
important and must be considered to determine what 
improvements this project should include that will mitigate 
what should be significant impacts on the neighboring 
community.  
 
As the EIR correctly states this project is located and is 
surrounded by areas designated Very High Fire Hazard 
Severity Zone (VHFHSZ) by the State of California. This 
means that the wildland fire environment factors include 
steep and broken topography, volatile vegetation, and 
frequent weather conditions conducive to extreme fire 
behavior. 
 
Further, the fire behavior analysis included in the EIR in 
Appendix N does accurately corroborate that extreme 
wildland fire behavior, usually under Santa Ana wind 
conditions, frequently occurs in the area around the 
Project. Because of these conditions the project is 
required to be built under the strict Wildland Urban 

August 28, 1962 — Gene 
Autry's Melody Ranch 
movie town burns to the 
ground as flames engulf 
most of the hills 
surrounding the Santa 
Clarita Valley. 
The first blaze broke out 
just after noon in Hasley 
Canyon, north of Castaic 
Junction. The second 
broke out an hour later 
near the Circle J Ranch 
between Newhall and 
Saugus. High winds 
whipped the flames into 
the most intense inferno 
anyone had ever seen. 
When the smoke cleared 
three days later, 17,200 
acres had been scorched 
and 15 structures and 
numerous out-buildings 
were lost. No one was 
killed, but the Western 
street at Melody Ranch 
was gone. 
"I had always planned to 
erect a Western museum 
there," Autry remembered 
in 1995, "but priceless 
Indian relics and a 
collection of rare guns, 
including a set used by 
Billy the Kid, went up in 
smoke. Thank God, the 
ranch hands and all 14 
of our horses were 
uninjured." 
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Interface fire regulations required by the City of Santa Clarita and the State of California. 
Unfortunately, that same extreme fire behavior identified by the analysis also affects the 
neighboring communities in the same manner, except the residents of these older communities, 
having been developed decades ago, do not have the benefit of the current fire regulations for 
new developments and construction to protect them.  

 
Further evidence of the extreme fire behavior is included in the Fire Behavior Analysis attached 
to this letter completed by Fire Behavior Analyst Tim Chavez. He identifies that the fire rate of 
spread can be up to 5 mph and spot fires from burning firebrands can be expected to be prolific 
and frequent, regularly reaching 1500' ahead of the fire front, further increasing the fires rate of 
spread downwind. These are extreme fire behavior conditions that can be deadly.  
 
With this Project, a fire threatening these communities will now be further impacted during an 
evacuation with the additional 2,400 employees that will increase traffic without requiring 
mitigations prior to construction.  

Evacuation  
While the EIR correctly demonstrates that the evacuation of the Project site itself will be 
adequately addressed, it also demonstrates the unacceptable inadequacy of a rapid evacuation 
of the neighboring communities, requiring 2.6 hours to fully evacuate. This is compounded by 
extreme fire behavior conditions that can spread a fire at 4.7 mph.  
The EIR contains a comprehensive evacuation study by Gibson Transportation Consulting. The 
study correctly includes not just the evacuation of the Project, it also includes the evacuation of 
the “evacuation shed” bounded by the area south of Parvin Drive on the north, Quigley Canyon 
Road and Melody Movie Ranch on the east, the Master’s University campus and Placerita 
Canyon Road on the south, and Railroad Avenue on the west.  
It could be argued that the evacuation shed should include the neighborhood all the way to the 
Sierra Highway as that area also requires two means of egress, thus sending those residents 
west on Placerita Canyon Rd.  

State of California Fire Hazard Severity Zone Map of the Project Area 
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The methodology utilized in the Wildfire Section 4.17 states that, “The analysis also considered 
the modifications to the Dockweiler Drive Extension Project…”  It is clear from the traffic study 
that evacuation times are cut in half for the Project’s neighboring communities only if the 
Dockweiler Drive extension is completed. Yet throughout the EIR it is always referred to as a 
“future project.”  
The mitigation identified by the Evacuation Traffic Study, but not included as a requirement of 
this Project is the Dockweiler Drive extension or corridor. As stated, it is identified as a future 

project. The Dockweiler Drive extension should be required as the first phase of this Project and 
completed before the impacts of the Project are realized.  
Other mitigations that should be considered to improve emergency evacuation of the 
neighboring communities should be the identification of interconnection routes that might 
provide egress from a neighborhood to safety. This could include connecting the Circle J 
neighborhood to the Placerita Canyon neighborhood, thus reducing the existing long dead-end 
road situations.   

Large Animal Evacuation 
There is no mention of large animal 
evacuation in the EIR, including in the 
evacuation traffic study. It is well 
understood that evacuation of horses 
and other large animals takes time, 
specialized equipment and training. 
Large animal evacuation teams coming 
in during an evacuation with trailers and 
the time and congestion caused from 
loading up and transporting horse 
trailers all will be an impact. It is also 
understood that many people faced with 
immediate evacuation will delay or 
refuse to evacuate if they are unable to 
evacuate their pets, including horses 
and other animals. The Project’s 
neighboring communities are locations where many people have horses and other livestock. It 
would be prudent to include in the evacuation traffic study the impacts of large animal 
evacuation.   

Traffic Study Conclusion – page 5 

As shown in Figure 6, the improved Dockweiler Corridor would facilitate the evacuation 
of the Placerita Canyon Area by reducing the evacuation congestion period at Arch 
Street & 12th Street & Dockweiler Drive from 2.6 hours under Existing Conditions to 
2.2 hours under Future with Project (Roundabout) Conditions and 1.5 hours under 
Future with Project (Traffic Signal) Conditions. Further, average travel times through 
the Dockweiler Corridor would be greatly reduced for vehicles evacuating the Placerita 
Canyon Area, from 27 minutes under Existing Conditions to under 18 minutes under 
Future with Project (Roundabout) Conditions and under 16 minutes in the Future with 
Project (Traffic Signal) Conditions. Thus, the traffic signal intersection design would 
provide for the most efficient traffic operations under an evacuation scenario. 

Sand Fire horse evacuation - photo by Sydney Croasmun 
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Emergency Access 
Transportation Section 4.14, page 20 Threshold 4.14(d) Would the Project result in inadequate 
emergency access? 

Emergency access or ingress is the ability for first responders to be able to access a site and a 
neighborhood. The L.A. County Fire target response times are 8 minutes for suburban areas. 
This is currently achievable to the communities during normal travel conditions and validated by 
the traffic study. The evacuation traffic study does recognize that access to the area would be 
prohibited during an emergency evacuation conditions. The important question to ask is not 

included in this study, during an evacuation of the Placerita Canyon and Circle J communities 
will the fire department be able to make access into the communities as people are fleeing from 
an emergency? Further, is that situation further impacted by this Project?  

Pre-Construction 
The fire code requires that prior to construction a 
project must complete fire access. Further L.A. 
County Fire recommends in the EIR that prior to 
bringing lumber or combustible materials onto the 
project site, improvements within the active 
development area shall be in place, including 
utilities, operable fire hydrants, an approved, 
temporary roadway surface, and fuel modification 
zones established. 
While the code applies to new construction, 
specifically this Project, it demonstrates the 
importance of fire department access before 
construction when combustible materials are 
underway.  
A nexus should be made that while the roads in the 
surrounding communities are established, they have 
long been viewed as inadequate compared to if they 
had been built to modern fire safety regulations. 
This will be further exasperated by the significant 
addition of the 2,400 employees of the Shadow Studio who will further add to emergency 
evacuation impacts to the egress routes during an emergency. Therefore, it would be an 
important mitigation that prior to construction of the Project, installation of the Dockweiler 
Extension be completed to significantly improve the evacuation rate of the neighboring 
communities.  

Round-About 
The evacuation traffic study determined that a signaled intersection at the future intersection of 
Dockweiler Drive and 12th Street would improve evacuation times for the average vehicle 
evacuating from 22 minutes to 16 minutes for a signaled intersection and to 18 minutes for a 

Fire Code Chapter 501.4 Timing of 
Installation 
Where fire apparatus access 
roads or a water supply for fire 
protection are required to be 
installed, such protection shall be 
installed and made serviceable 
prior to and during the time of 
construction except where 
approved alternative methods of 
protection are provided. 
Temporary street signs shall be 
installed at each street intersection 
where construction of new 
roadways allows passage by 
vehicles in accordance with 
Section 505.2. 

The Existing Conditions volumes utilize the existing afternoon peak hour volumes for 
north-south traffic on Railroad Avenue and assume that, under emergency evacuation 
conditions, the traffic on Railroad Avenue and Dockweiler Drive would be prohibited 
from entering the area. - page 3 transportation study 
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roundabout. Therefore, it suggests that a signaled intersection is superior to a roundabout. 
While the models may indicate this, anecdotal evidence suggests that during an evacuation a 
signaled intersection that is not controlled by a traffic officer may well cause a logjam as 
vehicles wait for the signal to change allowing them to exit the dangerous evacuation area. A 
roundabout will provide for a continued flow of vehicles from all exits. It is suggested that this 
concern be further reviewed.  

Conclusion 
This Project will impact the ability for both the neighboring communities to quickly evacuate as 
well as simultaneously allow emergency responder ingress into the neighborhoods. Our 
analysis is that without the Dockweiler Drive extension installed as part of the first phase, the 
Project’s impact on the communities is significant and the EIR should reflect that.  
 
The report says a fire can spread 4.7 mph and that the Placerita Canyon residents will average 
27 minutes to evacuate (however, it did not indicate what location they are evacuating to). If we 
consider a travel distance of 1 mile to evacuate by vehicle, this is about 2 mph. The Dockweiler 
Drive extension will reduce the evacuation time to 16 minutes or about 4 mph, and improvement 
of the average evacuation time by a vehicle to twice as fast, still not as fast as the potential 
spread of a Santa Ana driven wildfire, but a significant improvement and could clearly improve 
survivability during an evacuation. Are there other emergency egress routes that could also 
improve survivability during a fast moving wildfire? 
 
The following thresholds have all been “determined to be less than significant without 
mitigation:” 
 

• Threshold 4.8(f): Would the Project impair implementation of or physically interfere 
with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

• Threshold 4.8(g): Would the Project expose people or structures, either directly or 
indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires? 

• Threshold 4.14(d): Would the Project result in inadequate emergency access? 
• Threshold 4.17(a): Would the Project substantially impair an adopted emergency 

response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 
• Threshold 4.17(b): Would the Project due to slope, prevailing winds, and other 

factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose Project occupants to pollutant 
concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire? 

• Threshold 4.17(c): Would the Project require the installation or maintenance of 
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, 
power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in 
temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment? 

 
These thresholds all rely on the Dockweiler Drive extension being part of the Project, yet it only 
is included as part of the Project as a future improvement. This is confusing as to when it will be 
in place. My analysis indicates that the Dockweiler Drive extension must be completed prior to 
the construction of the Project, otherwise some, or all, of the thresholds listed above are 
impacted by the Project and must require mitigation.  
 
  



  Page 9 of 19 
 1332 Pismo Street, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

As part of the evacuation traffic study, we recommend that if it was not considered, that large 
animals be included as part of the study’s modeling.  
 
We also recommend a review of the determination of whether the Dockweiler Drive and 12th 
Street intersection could be more effective as a roundabout instead of a signaled intersection.  
 
For information about my background, please go to our website at 
https://resoluteassoc.com/associates   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 ____________________________  
Robert Lewin   
Principal   
Resolute Associates, LLC   
RobertLewin@ResoluteAssoc.com   
(805) 801-3569    

 

 
Attachment: Shadowbox Fire Behavior Analysis by Tim Chavez   
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SShhaaddoowwbbooxx  FFiirree  BBeehhaavviioorr  AAnnaallyyssiiss  
Prepared by Tim Chavez, Fire Behavior Analyst 
May 20, 2023 
 
The Saugus-Newhall area of Southern California has unique and severe fire behavior conditions.  
Winds are strong almost every afternoon, and north winds along the I-5 corridor often occur in 
the spring and fall.  Exceptionally strong Santa Ana winds occur in the fall and winter out of the 
north and northeast that can produce gusts stronger than 50 mph at times.   
 
Topography 

 
  The terrain is heavily dissected with deep and steep canyons that are often oriented with the 
wind to produce spectacular rapid and intense fire spread.   
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Aspect or the orientation of slopes in the area are predominantly facing northeast (45) or 
southwest (225).   
 



  Page 12 of 19 
 1332 Pismo Street, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

 
 
Fuels in the area of the project are dominated by coastal sage scrub 2-4' in height, indicated in 
the map above as 121 or 122.  Some oak woodland and heavier brush are minor components in 
the area.  (Fuel Model numbers are from Scoot and Burgan 2005). 
 
An analysis of the wind direction and speeds from 10 years of data at the Saugus Remote 
Automatic Weather Station presented as a wind rose shows the strongest winds are from the 
north-northeast at greater than 47 mph at times.   
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Wind speeds and gusts can also be represented over the year from this data: 
 
 
Saugus RAWS information: 
Station  NFDRS # Owner   Forecast Zone  Lat/Lon Elev 
 

SAUGUS  45412  L Gov  LAC  505  34.4250000  -118.0086111  1450  
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As shown in the time series graphics, the strongest winds, above the 90th percentile, occur from 
late September until April.  The period from September until December is of greatest concern in 
terms of fire behavior because the live fuel moistures from the chaparral fuels are also at their 
lowest points.  Grasses are also fully cured and are 100% available fuel.  The combination of the 
two conditions leads to often explosive fire behavior.   
 

 
 
Therefore the scenario of most concern is a late season wind driven fire originating from north 
and/or east of the Shadowbox location.   
 
Geospatial fire behavior analysis of the resultant fire behavior in the area of the Shadowbox 
location is shown below.   
 
Worst case scenario conditions: 
 
Live fuel moisture 60% in chaparral fuels 
Grasses fully cured 
Dead fuel moisture fuel size 0-1/4"=3%,  
    1/4-1" =4% 
    1-3"=5% 
slope steepness varies by terrain 
wind speed= gusting to 65 mph (recorded gust at Saugus on 12/5/2017) 
DATE         GSpd 
------------------- 
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02/01/2016   66.00 
12/02/2016   60.00 
02/17/2017   62.00 
03/27/2017   52.00 
12/05/2017   62.00 
04/12/2018   57.00 
01/21/2019   53.00 
02/02/2019   55.00 
12/07/2020   51.00 
12/23/2020   51.00 
01/19/2021   63.00 
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Flame lengths near 20-25' will emanate from the fuelbed directly to the north and east under any 
wind conditions greater than 25mph.  As the fire approached the area, the rate of spread could be 
up to 200-400 chains/hour (2.5-5 mph).  Warning time for evacuations would depend on early 
warning of an upwind fire start location and good location data of the fire front location (which 
is often lacking in the early stages of a fire).   
 
Spot fires from burning firebrands can be expected to be prolific and frequent, regularly reaching 
1500' ahead of the fire front, further increasing the fires rate of spread downwind.    
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 Experienced Fire Chief, Director and Consultant with a 
leadership and management style that supports and inspires 
excellence from others and promotes team solidarity. More 
than 15 years responding to disasters in leadership positions 
on Type 1 Incident Management Teams deployed up and 
down the State. Office of Emergency Management (OEM) 
Director with a demonstrated record of success managing 
large-scale projects and leading coordinated response efforts 
to complex disasters. Strategic thinker skilled at resolving 
problems, maintaining composure, and acting decisively and 
appropriately in crucial situations. Articulate, refined 
communicator with cooperative interpersonal skills and a 
high level of personal and professional integrity. Authored 
many articles and presented at numerous conferences.   
 
 

 
EDUCATION 
 
2013: Executive Leadership Program 
CENTER FOR HOMELAND DEFENSE & SECURITY 
NAVAL POST-GRADUATE SCHOOL 
Monterey, CA 
 
1993: Bachelor of Arts, Political Science 
CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVERSITY 
San Luis Obispo, CA 
 
1983: Associate of Science, Fire Science 
ALLAN HANCOCK COLLEGE 
Santa Maria, CA 
 

 

KEY QUALIFICATIONS 
 

Emergency Management: Extensive experience leading 
emergency operations for major fires, natural and human 
caused disasters and complex special projects. A recognized 
leader in emergency planning and operations.  
 

Operations and Personnel Leadership: Adept with strategic 
planning and executive leadership. Astutely assess and 
resolve operational challenges with staffing and service.  
 

Collaboration and Partnerships: Approach all issues to 
determine how they can have a regional benefit and make 
improvements to multiple communities and agencies.     

Fiscal Management: Adept with budget planning, allocation, 
and accountability.  

 

RECENT PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

2019 – : Principal 
RESOLUTE ASSOCIATES LLC 
Providing emergency management and strategic planning 
consulting. Completed numerous pragmatic planning 
documents and the training to support their implementation.   

▪  
2016 – 2019: Director 
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY  
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT | Santa Barbara, CA 
Managed all Emergency Operations Center activations, 
including 12 occurrences with continuous operations 
spanning December 2017 to April 2018 for fire/debris-flow 
disaster response. 

 
2010 – 2015: CAL FIRE / County Fire Chief 
CAL FIRE | San Luis Obispo County (SLO), CA 
Lead a fire department with 21 fire stations, air tanker base, 
12 inmate and CCC fire crews, dispatch center, training 
bureau, fleet management, fire prevention bureau.  

 
INCIDENT MANAGEMENT ROLES 
 
Incident Commander, IMT 10 

Deputy Incident Commander, IMT 9 

Operations Section Chief, IMT 8 

Planning Section Chief, IMT 8 & 10 
 

 
CURRENT/FORMER AFFILIATIONS 
 
Red Cross Board of Director Pacific Division 

International Assoc. of Emergency Mgrs.  

SLO & SBC Fire Safe Councils  

CAL Chiefs Association 

Southern CA Foresters & Fire Wardens 

EMSA Operations Committee 

Ambulance Performance Ops Committee 

Incident Management Team Committee 

SLO County Fire Chiefs Association 
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 ADDITIONAL CAL FIRE EXPERIENCE 
 

2009 – 2010: Deputy Chief, Operations | SLO Co., CA 

2008 – 2009: Division Chief, Operations | SLO Co., CA 

2006 – 2008: Pismo Beach Battalion Chief | SLO Co., CA 

2001 – 2006: Battalion Chief/Fire Marshal | SLO Co., CA 

1998 – 2001: Captain, Pre-Fire Engineer/GIS | SLO Co., CA 

1995 – 1998: Captain, Cuesta Conserv. Camp| SLO Co., CA 

1992 – 1995: Captain, Emergency Command | SLO Co., CA 

1988 – 1992: Captain, Airport Station | SLO Co., CA 

1984 – 1988: Fire Apparatus Engineer | Riverside Co., CA 

1978 – 1984: Firefighter | SLO Co., CA 
 

 

KEY CERTIFICATIONS 
 

Certified Emergency Manager (CEM) - IAEM 
Incident Commander 
Operations Section Chief 
Planning Section Chief 
Strike Team Leader 
Division Supervisor 
Emergency Command Center Operations 
Prescribed Fire Incident Commander 

 
 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENT RESPONSES 
 

EOC Consultant, Creek Fire 
EOC Dep. Director, Thomas Fire/Debris Flow 
EOC Dep. Director, Whittier Fire  
EOC Dep. Director, Winter Storm  
EOC Operations Section, Sherpa Fire  
EOC Agency Administrator, Butte Fire  
Agency Administrator, Cuesta Fire  
Agency Administrator, Springs Fire  
EOC Agency Admin., Tsunami Warning  
Incident Commander, Guiberson Fire  
Unified Incident Commander, La Brea Fire 
Incident Commander, H1N1 CDPH support  
Incident Commander, Butte Lightning Comp.  
Deputy Incident Commander, Harris Fire  
Deputy Incident Commander, Angel Fire  
Deputy Incident Commander, Tar Fire  
Deputy Incident Commander, Zaca Fire 
Operations Chief, Esperanza Fire  
Operations Chief, Sawtooth Fire  
Operations Chief, Border #50 Fire  
Plans Chief, Eagle Fire  
Plans Chief, Old Highway Fire 
Plans Chief, Gaviota Fire  
Incident Commander, Guadalupe HAZMAT  
Plans Chief, Exotic New Castle Disease  
EOC Fire Rep., San Simeon Earthquake 
Branch Director, Grandprix Fire, Fire Siege  
Plans Chief, Pechanga Fire  
Plans Chief, Monterey Floods  
Situation Leader, Northridge Earthquake 

 

PROFESSIONAL REFERENCES 
 

Das Williams, Supervisor 
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
105 East Anapamu Street 
Santa Barbara 93101 (805) 568-2190 
 

Debbie Arnold, Supervisor
SLO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
County Government Center, SLO, CA 93408 
805-781-4339 
 

Eric Prater, Superintendent 
SAN LUIS COASTAL UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
1500 Lizzie St, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
805-549-1334 
 

Bruce Gibson, Supervisor 
SLO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
County Government Center, SLO, CA 93408 
805-781-4338  
 

Garret Olson, CEO  
SLO FOOD BANK 
1180 Kendall Rd, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
805-206-7228 
 

Thom Porter, Director 
CAL FIRE 
1416 9th Street, Sacramento, CA 94244   
916-653-5123 
 
Resolute Client List and Contacts Available Upon Request 
 

 



The PCPOA is formed under Section 501(c)4 of the 
Internal Revenue Code� as a Public Benefit Corporation.

MISSION STATEMENT

To maintain Placerita Canyon’s rural and equestrian lifestyle, preserve the oak 

trees and equestrian rights, monitor and maintain zoning and environmental 

standards, cooperate in solving health and safety problems within the canyon, 

and monitor environmental tests for public safety.

Source: PCPOA.com

PCPOA SPECIFIC PURPOSES

Endeavor to maintain conditions in Placerita Canyon that promote, protect and

preserve its rural lifestyle and way of life; preserve the oak trees and other protected

species; protect and preserve equestrian rights and opportunities; monitor and assert

any appropriate position relating to zoning, permit applications, environmental

standards, and land uses relating to the protection and preservation of conditions

consistent with the Special Standards District of the General Plan of the City of

Santa Clarita as applied to Placerita Canyon, and the interests of the members of this

Corporation;, limit densification of development and traffic and safety conditions

within Placerita Canyon and areas contiguous thereto that may adversely affect

Placerita Canyon and its residents; and contribute or assist in resolving health and

safety issues within Placerita Canyon and surrounding areas.

Source: PCPOA Bylaws adopted/amended July, 28, 2008; Article III, Section 3.02



Post Office Box 220301  |  Santa Clarita, California 91322
PCPOA.com  |  PlaceritaCanyonPOA@gmail.com

Plan to attend the Santa Clarita Planning Commission Meeting where 
final approval is expected to be on the agenda on Tuesday, June 20, 2023 
starting at 6 p.m. Be seen; be heard. There will be a 3-minute opportunity 
to speak and/or submit written comments.

QUESTIONS? 
Email: PlaceritaCanyonPOA@gmail.com

STAY INFORMED. 
Updates: Visit PCPOA.com and Facebook.com/PlaceritaCanyon (public page)
Discussion: Follow Facebook.com/groups/PCPOA (private group)

NEXT STEP:


